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Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
06/24/2008 has been entered. 

DETAILED ACTION 

2. Claims 12-14 and 18 are pending and have been examined. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 12-14 and 18 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 12-14 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Levy et al. (US Patent Application Publication 2002/0162118) in view of 
Katcher et al. (US Patent 7,120,924), herein Katcher, further in view of Choi (US 
Patent Application Publication 2004/0123109). 
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Consider claim 12, Levy clearly teaches a server device capable of accessing a 
hypermedia-data client device through a network, comprising: 

a metadata storage unit to store metadata having information related to 
the contents of an image corresponding to each time stamp of a moving 
image to be played back by the client device; (Fig. 4: Database 112 
maintains the interactive data, [0054], which is related to the 
contents of the image based on timestamps, [0100].) 

a time-stamp receiving unit to receive the time stamp of the image to be 
played back, the time stamp being transmitted from the client device; (The 
STB transmits the content identifier and timestamp data to the 
server, [0081].) 

a metadata transmission unit to transmit the stored metadata to the client 
device by streaming distribution in synchronization with the playback of 
the image in accordance with the received time stamp. (The STB 
receives the interactive data from the server, the interactive data is 
chosen based on the timestamp and streamed to the STB, [0098]- 
[0100].) 

a position-correspondence-table storage unit to store position- 
correspondence table in which a time stamp and a storage position of 
metadata related to the time stamp are in correspondence with each 
other; (Table 4: Timestamp and metadata storage position are 
associated, [0100]) 

wherein, upon receiving playback start time for the moving image, the 
metadata transmission unit sequentially sends the metadata by streaming 
distribution from a metadata storage position specified with reference to 
the position-correspondence table. ([0100]) 

However, Levy does not explicitly teach the metadata including: 

object-area data specifying the area of an object appearing in the image 
corresponding to the time stamp; and 

data specifying contents to be displayed when the area specified by the 
object- area data is designated, or an action to be performed when the 
area specified by the object-area data is designated; 

In an analogous art, Katcher, which discloses a system for interactive television, 
clearly teaches object-area data specifying the area of an object appearing in the 
image corresponding to each time stamp; and data specifying contents to be 
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displayed when the area specified by the object-area data is designated or an 
action to be performed when the area specified by the object-area data is 
designated. (Mask data, location, and annotation data, data specifying 
contents, are transmitted to the STB and displayed is response to user 
input, column 4 lines 34-48.) 

Therefore, at the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to 
one with ordinary skill in the art to modify the system of Levy by specifying a 
location in the metadata, as taught by Katcher, for the benefit of creating 
hyperlinked programming in which information is associated with one or more 
regions of the screen (column 1 lines 33-43 Katcher). 

However, Levy combined with Katcher does not explicitly teach transmitting only 
a single unit of metadata when a plurality of metadata appear in the same time 
stamp. 

In an analogous art, Choi, which discloses a system for streaming metadata, 
clearly teaches selecting only a predetermined metadata fragment from a 
plurality of metadata fragment data for insertion into a metadata stream. ([0045]- 
[0046]) 

Therefore, at the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to 
one with ordinary skill in the art to modify the system of Levy combined with 
Katcher by transmitting only a single metadata fragment per time stamp, as 
taught by Choi, for the benefit of effectively and efficiently authenticating 
metadata ([0006] Choi). 

Consider claim 13, Levy combined with Katcher and Choi, as in claim 12, clearly 
teaches the metadata transmission unit adjusts a timer time to be used when the 
metadata to be distributed and the distribution timing are determined in 
accordance with the received time stamp. (The STB and server are 
synchronized, [0048] Levy.) 

Consider claim 14, Levy combined with Katcher and Choi, as in claim 12, clearly 
teaches when the metadata to be distributed and the distribution timing are 
determined, the metadata transmission unit determines the transmission timing 
of partial data in the metadata by using data-transmission interval calculated from 
the timer time and the data transfer speed of the streaming distribution and an 
allowed time difference between the time stamp and the partial data of the 
metadata to be transmitted next. (The meta data is transmitted for specific 
time intervals, therefore the server must compensate for the transmission 
delay in order to ensure the metadata arrives before the set interval, [0100] 
Levy.) 
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Consider claim 18, see claim 12. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JOHN R. SCHNURR whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1458. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8:00am to 
5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher Grant can be reached on (571) 272-7294. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



JRS 
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